
THE ELECTRONIC REPORT CARD 

IS HERE! 

 Continuing our 

commitment to 

take advantage of 

the technological 

resources available 

to the school,     

student report 

cards will now be 

available online through Churchwerks       

instead of a paper version being sent home.   

 Parents and guardians should sign in to 

Churchwerks, then choose their child’s name 

(if more than one child is listed).  Scroll to 

the bottom and select “reports”, then “report 

card.” 

 The report card can be printed at home for 

those that would like to keep a paper copy.  

Teachers will be happy to answer any      

questions about the new process during the 

conferences scheduled on Thursday and       

Friday.   

 Parents will have the ability to retrieve 

this information in a quick and reliable     

manner, making it easier to stay informed of 

their child’s academic progress.  Any parents 

or guardians that do not have a login and/or 

password should call the school office. 

STAR GAZER 

November,  2008  

520 Lafayet te  Street   Cape May,  NJ  08204       Phone (609)  884 -4437      Fax (609)  898-4253 

http: / / ladystar .capemayschools .com     www.olsos .blogspot .com  

Newsletter of Our Lady Star of the Sea Regional School 

Veterans, you didn’t know your fate, 

Everyone of you is great. 

Thank you for everything you do,  

Each and everyone of you. 

Remember that because you fought for our 

 country,  

All of us live in the “land of the free.” 

Never forget that you did a job well done, 

Sometimes you should be #1. 
Poem composed by the third grade class and read at the 

Veteran’s Memorial Service on Veteran’s Day. The PreKindergarten class had fun this 

week taking off their shoes and socks 

and having their feet painted.  They 

used their feet to “stamp” feathers on 

Tommy the Turkey.  Everyone is      

getting ready for Thanksgiving and 

looking forward to the Thanksgiving 

Feast on November 24th.  If you     

haven’t heard from your classroom rep, 

please give her a call to see which food 

item you can contribute. 



Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 Greetings!  As we approach Thanksgiving, it is 

appropriate for me to express my gratitude to you, our 

parents for the sacrifices you make to ensure a Catholic 

education for your children.  I know how difficult it is, 

especially in these tough economic times to make the 

budget balance.  For all that you do to give your       

children the gift of a Catholic education at Our Lady 

Star of the Sea Regional School, I am truly thankful! 

 On Veterans Day, we were blessed to participate 

in the Patriotic Rosary with area veterans, as well as 

parents and guests.  As I sat in the back of the hall and 

recited the Rosary, I was truly aware of God’s presence 

in our school community.  Additionally, it was such a 

privilege to have our veterans with us, as they truly   

embody the spirit of sacrifice that we try to impart to 

our students.  I am grateful to our 7th graders and Mr. 

Beck for leading us in this moving prayer where we 

prayed for each state in the union, as well as our        

national leaders.  After the Rosary, the students shook 

hands and said “thank you” to our veterans. 

 A little later in the day, we walked to the       

Veterans Memorial for a special service honoring all 

veterans.  The students carried flags and led the singing 

of God Bless America.  Additionally, our 3rd graders 

composed a poem in honor of veterans that they read.  I 

believe that it is very important for us to pass on this 

spirit of patriotism in our children.  I am so proud of the 

respect that they demonstrated at both of our Veterans’ 

Day activities. 

 During our October Star Student award         

ceremony, 2nd graders sang a special song that they 

learned, God’s Shining Stars.  In addition to learning 

the words, the 2nd graders also created their own        

gestures for the song.  I told the students that I was   

convinced that the composer wrote the song just for Our 

Lady Star of the Sea Regional 

School!  I am sure that we will all be 

learning this song! (note:  vist the 

blog at www.olsos.blogspot.com to 

see a short video clip of students singing this song.) 

 I would like to thank Bob and Linda Poserina 

for all their hard work on our first Family Bowling 

Night.   The 82 participants had great fun!  I hope we 

can do this event again! 

 Report cards and conferences for the 1st  

marking period take place on November 13 and 14.  

This will be the first time that we generate electronic 

report cards through Churchwerks.  While we do not           

anticipate any major glitches, I ask your continued    

patience as we work through any minor difficulties we 

may experience. 

 Our Winter Sports program is up and running.  

We have had a great response from the students.  Thank 

you to Bill Gray for serving as our athletic director and 

to all the coaches who have volunteered their time and 

talent to work with our athletes.  I am very appreciative 

of their willingness to be a part of this program. 

 Let me take the opportunity at this time of 

Thanksgiving to let you know that I thank God daily for 

each student, parent, teacher, and staff member in our 

school.  I feel richly blessed to be a member of this 

community.  May we continue to work together to help 

our students shine like the stars of heaven every day! 

 

God’s richest blessings, 

 

B. Joan Dollinger 
Ms. B. Joan Dollinger 

Principal  

Principal’s Ponderings 
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Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception 

December 8th. 

Feast of St. Nicholas 

December 6th 

Fifth grade students proudly raise their flags at the service for Veterans. 



PRESIDENTôS POST 

 I would like to thank everyone who has attended 

and volunteered at the various PTA sponsored events 

so far this year.  To date we have raised thirteen    

thousand dollars, roughly twenty-five percent of our 

annual assessment, for the school.  We still need the 

continued support of ALL of our families to reach our 

fundraising goal for the year.  We have a number of 

exciting events still to come, so please watch the 

“Green Envelope” for details on how you can become 

involved.  As always if you have any suggestions, 

comments or questions you can contact me via phone 

or email, we are always open to new ideas.  Together 

we can put the FUN back in fundraising. 

     Frank Zilinek 
 

SIMPLIFY THE HOLIDAY SHOPPING SEASON 

 Ordering gift cards through Great Lakes Scrip 

Company is a great way to raise money for the school 

(and for tuition credits, too).  Log on to 

www.shopwithscrip.com and see the hundreds of gift 

cards that are available for purchase.  Buy gift cards to 

use for your own shopping and also to give as gifts.  

Save yourself time and gas with this one-stop shopping 

program. 

 If you have any questions about how this program 

works, contact Mrs. Grillo at 889-3222 or Mrs. 

Mulville in the school office. 

 

COATS ARE BEING COLLECTED 

 We are again assisting local organizations to help 

keep those less fortunate warm in the winter.  Gently 

used and new coats are being collected.  Blankets are 

also needed.  If you are cleaning out the closets and 

find things that don’t fit or you don’t need, please send 

them in. 

 

PTA News 

PROJECT HELP NEEDED 

 The advancement office is in the process of      

turning a paper database into an electronic one and 

could use some assistance entering the information into 

a computer.   

 This is not a complicated project, just a lengthy 

one.  Basic typing skills are all that is necessary.  If 

you can spare an hour or so on occasion, please contact 

Mrs. Mulville in the school office. 

Advancement Office 
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Dear Friends at Star of the Sea School, 

 WOW!  Thank you all so much for your very      

generous contribution to The Food Closet.  Many local 

families will have good food to eat thanks to all of you, 

and we really appreciate everything you did.   

 You are great partners with us, and we hope you 

enjoyed wearing your favorite team shirts.  Sharing is 

fun, and we thank you for your caring hearts! 

 Sincerely, 

 Annie Szulizewski 

Thanks from the  
Cape May Community Food Closet 

In a special way, we remember Myrtle Saunders who 

was the wife of Mr. Charles Saunders, longtime        

volunteer in the 2nd grade class. 

November is Pancreatic Cancer 
Awareness Month 

Next time you are in the school parking lot, look at the windows in Mr. Beck’s 

room.  The 7th grade students are doing a great job painting them with        

appropriate themes. 



Prekindergarten 
 The PreK students have been doing a terrific job with 

learning their letters and sounds. Children learn by doing, and this 

past month we have had many fun filled activities that have 

captivated the children’s minds and spirits.  For P week we read the 

book "If You Give A Pig A Pancake" and ate pancakes, had 

pineapple and pepperoni pizza with parents, and explored Officer 

Bobik's police car and attire.  For H week we made haunted 

houses, learned about different cultures and how to say hello in 

those languages, and had our H egghunt which the children 

enjoyed very much.   

 The students also loved getting together with their prayer 

partners for a Halloween activity.  It is amazing how well behaved 

they were while in the company of fourth graders.  I wish I had that 

magic! Have a blessed and happy thanksgiving!!! Thank you 

parents for all that you do for our school and your children.  
 

Kindergarten 

 Kindergarten practiced daily to prepare for our All Saints 

presentation and did a great job learning their lines and delivering 

them so beautifully. 

 We had fun going on the hayride with many parents in       

attendance.  We had a Halloween party planned by our class rep. 

Leslie Bogle, who was assisted by many kindergarten parents. We 

made Halloween pins, monster bags, decorated pumpkins and ate 

goodies.  The Kiwanis Club came to judge our pumpkins the    

following evening.  First place ribbon went to Mary Dunleavy, 

second place to Jessica Rippman and third place to Max Souder. 

 The children are now in small reading groups.  With the help 

of VOWAC they are reading a whole list of words with the 8 let-

ters we have studied thus far.  In Math they are working with the 

numbers 1- 10 and reading picture graphs.  In science we have just 

completed making shadow boxes with items found in nature and 

we are now beginning a unit in social studies on Thanksgiving and 

the pilgrim’s journey and arrival in America.  This will culminate 

with a Thanksgiving party in the class room. 

 

First Grade 
 The first grade was so pleased that so many were able to join 

us for our "Saints Alive" program.  We enjoyed learning the songs 

and listening to the prayers and most especially learning about all 

of our saintly friends praying for us in Heaven.  It was fun working 

with kindergarten and second grade too!  The morning retreat was 

a true treat for us.  We were proud to tell about the living saints 

who are in our lives.  We will always remember Jesus' light when 

we see a pumpkin.  And we will continue to pray for the souls 

throughout the year!   

 Our reading is so impressive.  Last month our focus was real 

and make-believe and true stories and not true.  We have finished 

listening to a Junie B. chapter book and a Magic Tree House.  We 

loved both and it was tough to chose a new one so Mrs. Krause has 

introduced us to a new series - The Jigsaw Mysteries.  Jigsaw is 

actually the main character in the detective series! 

 We practice dictation which helps us to be better              

spellers.  We are learning how to add and just started our model 

drawing!  We learned about voting and have talked about the job of 

the president!  We are discussing the seasons and all the changes 

we see, feel, smell, touch, and taste!  Our reading wall is really 

filling up outside our classroom! 

 Everyday, we take some time to thank God for something or 

someone special in our lives!  We fill in a heart with our thanks 

and are decorating our classroom door with all that we have been 

blessed with!  And from us to you - thanks for all you 

do!!!!!!!  Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Second Grade 
 Our little “saints” did a great job for our All Saints Day       

Program.  The second graders pray a decade of the Rosary each 

day.  They think about all the people that need our prayers and that 

have asked for our prayers. 

 The students had fun at the pumpkin patch.  Decorating the 

pumpkins donated by the Kiwanis was great.  The judges had a 

hard time deciding the winners.  Everyone showed creativity with 

their pumpkin.  We are looking forward to a great November     

and all the things for which we are thankful. 

 

Third Grade 
 The third grade was busy as usual. We prayed the Living 

Rosary with the whole school.  At the mass for St. Francis of Assisi 

we prayed for Monsignor’s dog.  We had the MAC come in to talk 

to the children about Victorian Life.  They were excellent and they 

commented on how well the third and fourth grade behaved and the 

great questions they had.   

 The Halloween activities were great.  Mrs. Poserina and Mrs. 

Zilinek came in and gave the children pumpkins to decorate.  They 

made finger puppets, pumpkin magnets, and had delicious desserts.  

Another day, Mrs. Lafferty came in and had the children decorate 

trick or treat bags and also gave out bags of treats. We were ready 

for Halloween. Thank you so much. We would like to thank all the 

parents who came in to help us in decorating the pumpkins for the 

Kiwanis Club.  They said that they had a hard time making a         

decision on the winners. Congratulations to all.  Thank you        

Kiwanis Club.  You’re Great!   

 We celebrated our All Saint’s Day Retreat by video taping 

the children while they talked about the saints they were named 

after.  They enjoyed doing their saint centers with the fourth and 

fifth graders.  In the afternoon they enjoyed the K, 1 and 2 saints 

presentation.  They did a fantastic job.  The children learned a great 

deal about the election.  They watched videos, filled out             

registration forms, voted, and then filled out the Electoral College 

map.  Congratulations Phillies and congratulations, Barack Obama! 

 

Fourth Grade 
 October has been a very fun and exciting month.  We        

continue to pray for our special intentions each day.   We enjoyed 

joining with the entire school to pray the Living Rosary and        

celebrate the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi.  Everyone put much 

effort into their saint projects.  We also had fun joining with the 

third and fifth grades during our All Saint’s Day retreat. 

 Our class spent much time learning about the election proc-

ess.  After studying each candidate, the third and fourth grades 

voted for the president.  After the election we colored in the map to 

show the results. 

 We also had a fun week before Halloween.  Our class deco-

rated pumpkins and enjoyed many fine treats this week.  We got 

together with our friends from Little Stars Haven to make bats, 

color pictures, and enjoy a snack.  Thank you to Frankie Boehm for 

treating each of us to a pumpkin to decorate. 

 Two costumed representatives from MAC visited to show us 

the way of life during Victorian times.  They were very interesting 

and did a wonderful job of answering our many questions.  Next 

month we will meet Dr. Emlen Physick. 

Classroom Happenings 



 We were especially excited to root the Phillies to the World 

Series Championship.  It was great being able to help people in 

need and wear red and white to celebrate the Phillies victory. 

 

Fifth Grade 
 The fifth grade had been watching the presidential campaign 

very closely these past few weeks. We learned about electoral 

votes and followed as they were tallied on Election night.  The 

students are familiar with all the major issues that will face        

President-elect Barack Obama as he faces the awesome job of lead-

ing our country. Fifth grade really has a sense that history was 

made in this year’s Presidential race. 

 I look forward to meeting my student’s parents during      

conferences this Thursday and Friday. 

 

Ms. Feketicsô Notes 
 As the first marking period ends, I can't help but wonder 

where the time went.  The Algebra students are getting ready to 

plot points, find slopes, write and graph linear equations.        

PreAlgebra students are still combining terms and solving one-step 

equations with fractions and decimals.  The 6th grade Advanced 

Math class is moving forward at a pace that even surprises me - 

finishing up Chapter 4.  The 5th grade Advanced Math class is 

adjusting well to using the 6th grade book.  Both the 5th & 6th 

grade science classes are working on the solar system.  Soon we 

will begin working on our science fair term-long project.  The 6th 

grade homeroom is a wonderful place to be - hopefully the students 

agree. 

 

Mr. Beckôs Notes 
 It’s hard to believe we are approaching Thanksgiving already. 

Somehow, it seems like we just got back to school.  But we have 

had a busy month, especially with the presidential election. In 

school, we had our own debate and election with Nick Spinosa as 

John McCain and Alek Soriano as Barack Obama. We had the  

opportunity to stage a debate between our two candidates and a 

mock election, which John McCain won. It took courage to be our 

“candidates”, so a big round of applause goes to Nick and Alek. 

 We are also finished our persuasive speeches in social      

studies class and all the students have done well. I know they are 

glad that is over!  On our retreat day, we were able to research and 

draw our individual saints, and some of the artwork is exceptional. 

And if your student has not already told you, we have “adopted” a 

soldier in Iraq and have been writing him each week. His name is 

Sean Glynn and his grandfather is a regular speaker at our school 

as a World War II veteran. 

 Upcoming events include a trip to Wildwood Catholic for the 

school play, our class trip to Sight & Sound (Dec. 12th), and our 

annual leaf-raking day for the elderly and shut-ins (Dec. 20th). 

 Thank you for your patience and support during the recent 

election. The students think it is cool that their teacher is also the 

mayor and were more excited than I was. I hope to see all of you at 

the parent conferences and wish you a very Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Mrs. DiPasqualeôs Notes 
 Every minute of this first quarter has been packed.  The 

eighth grade organized a campaign, debate, and mock election.  

Yearbook staff worked diligently to take more than a hundred     

pictures centered around this year's theme.  Hours of service work 

has been spent on REBEL, Student Ambassador service, and fund 

raising for the children of Holy Name.  The eighth grade won our 

World Series of Grammar answering correctly more than 107 grade 

level and above grammar questions.  

 On Friday, October 31st, the class came together for an    

inspired day of prayer, fun, and hospitality as Sr. Kathleen of        

St. Raymond's Parish hosted our annual class retreat.  Finally, just 

one look at test scores in Churchwerks will show that the eighth 

grade has studied for over 20 major tests in academic areas.             

Overall, the students are adjusting well, growing, and learning 

daily.  Thank you to all our parents for your continued support of 

our endeavors. 

 

Mr. McGeeôs Spanish Notes 
 Generally speaking, we are making outstanding progress with 

our Spanish curriculum.  The students are doing a great job of       

progressing with each lesson.  We have to keep this pace through 

the year! 

 

Mrs. Johnsonôs Notes 

 6th Grade Religion - We have had a busy month in religion! 

We've been making diamontes and acrostics, learning more about 

the Bible by doing online quizzes and we had our Saints Day    

Retreat with 7th grade.  We did online research of our patron saints 

and drew their picture. Mr. Beck bought us all pretzels for snacks 

and we watched a great heroes movie. What a great day! 

 Library - I had a chance to read scary books to most of the 

classes, and boy do we have some scaredy cats! If anyone would 

like to volunteer to help in the library, please let me know! Don't 

forget our Book Fair is happening during parent conferences and a 

special day on Sunday after the Masses for free doughnuts and 

coffee or tea. Mark your calendars for November 13, 14 and 

16th!!!!  It’s a book fair safari!!!!!!Keep reading  

 

Sister Lindaôs Technology Notes 
 Four SEA-TV crews are up and running and producing the 

morning news show.  We are excited that we have a new robot named 

Robo!  Robo will see a lot of activity with the pre-k and lower grades.  

The younger students have been perfecting Paint program, while the 

older students have been brushing up on computer terms and learning 

the many capabilities of Microsoft Word. 

Nurse Annôs Notes 
 As the cold and flu season approaches, I would like to 

take this moment to remind everyone of the basic strategies to  

remain healthy during this season. 

Î always cover your mouth when sneezing or coughing. 

Î avoid sharing food, drink, cups or eating utensils 

Î throw away any used tissues immediately after use. 

Î ALWAYS WASH HANDS BEFORE MEALS AND 

USE OF BATHROOM.  PROPER HANDWASH-

ING INCLUDES USE OF SOAP AND WATER 

AND AT LEAST 20 SECONDS OF FRICTION. 

Î continue to maintain a well balance diet with all meals, 

and to increase your fluid intake with any signs of    

illness. 

Î a good night’s sleep is always important. 

By following these simple tips hopefully we will all have a healthy 

year. 

Classroom Happenings continued 
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Î Wednesday, 11/19   Board Meeting  6:30 pm 

Î Monday,  11/24   Thanksgiving Celebration 

Î Tuesday,  11/25   Brown Bag Lunch (no hot lunch served)  

Î Wednesday, 11/26   Noon Dismissal/No EDP/Thanksgiving 

  Break begins 

Î Monday, 12/1   School Reopens  

Î Thursday, 12/4   Secret Santa & Dinner with Santa 

Î Friday, 12/5   Mass 9 am/Noon Dismissal/Secret Santa (there is 

no dinner with Santa tonight, school calendar is incorrect) 

Î Monday, 12/8   No School  Feast of the Immaculate Conception  

Î Wednesday, 12/10  Board Meeting  6:30 pm  

Î Thursday, 12/11   Check Churchwerks for midterm grades 

3ñêýsü ćøöò÷ð 1ùR 

Calendar, Photos and Star Students  

STAR STUDENTS 

 

September - Love 

Î Christian Bobik, Lillyan Fullwood 

Î Mikella Austin, Amanda Bogle, Sean Connelly, 

James Pellerin, Jessica Rippman 

Î Cecilia Grillo, Koko Lafferty, Johnny 

Lombardelli, Emma Muldoon 

Î Alyssa Francesco, Madisen Friedhoff, Nicole 

Kanya, Karli Lafferty, Skyla LaMonica, Lillia 

Mitchum, Emmalee Poserina, Jack Sandman, 

Aiden Saul, Athenna Stoddard, Seaera Tosto,    

Abigail Zilinek 

Î Catie Axelsson, Brandon Bauer, Caroline         

Inderwies, Rian Lawley, Christopher Schiavo, 

Abigail Thompson 

Î Ricky Ankrum, Morgan Burkhardt, Natalie     

D’Alicandro, Kyle Krause 

Î Melanie Sheehan, George Swoyer 

Î Cezanne Czworkowski, Samantha Howard, Kurt 

Tomlin, Andrew Ziccardi 

Î Lexi McDuell, Christianna Ziccardi 

 

October ï Joy 

Î James Ware, Hannah Welsh 

Î Carl Hober, Josh Lorenzo, Wesley Tosto, Kate 

Von Savage, Jordan Wilder 

Î Tandi Ankrum, Gabe Coffey, Amy Serra, Emily 

Holzer 

Î Natalia DeMusz, Vincent Feeley, Carina Filemyr, 

Sophia Grillo, Elizabeth Ianiro, Cory Krause,  

Amy Poserina, Ella Souder, Alexandria Wilder 

Î Nicole Kanya, Karli Lafferty, Emily Poserina, 

Aiden Saul, Athenna Stoddard, Abigail Zilinek 

Î Brandon Bauer, Nadia Besu, Sarah Doherty,       

Isabella Gary, Caroline Inderwies, Abigail  

Thompson  

Î Joe Babore, Natalie D’Alicandro, Joe Ehmann, 

Bobbi Lawley 

Î Carissa Scott, James Schmucker 

Î Kyra Adams, Sven Axelsson, Gabrielle Bernadyn, 

Jack VonSavage 

Î Caskia Czworkowski, Jade Miller, Nicholas 

Spinosa, Christianna Ziccardi 

All Saints Program 

The Gomez family 

had a terrific time at 

the Family Bowling 

Night. 


